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to harass the Government, which is a form of revolt, we may call
off if the Government abandons its policy of repression. I feel
that we should suspend it on this condition. For, if the Govern-
ment removes the restrictions over our speech, our pen and our
associations, it will have to concede our other demands in a short
time.
That is to say, the task before Bardoli today is to secure the
release of our fighters and compel the Government to give up
repression. If Bardoli achieves this, it will have done its job My.
If, however, the Viceroy does not concede even this, what will
Bardoli do? If he does not concede even the right to express
public opinion, how can we avoid launching aggressive civil disobe-
dience? A man may be on the defensive up to a certain limit,
but beyond that he may even start an offensive. Aggressive civil
disobedience may be looked upon as a kind of non-violent offensive.
We have explained all this to the Viceroy, By making this
peace offer, we have shown the highest culture. The offer means
that, if the Viceroy grants by the llth instant the demand made
on behalf of Bardoli, tie civil disobedience to be started by the
latter will be postponed for the time being. After the fighters are
released, we shall carry on the fight as all of us together may
decide to do. Personally, I believe that, if our demand is accept-
ed, there will be little need for us to start mass civil disobedience.
The acceptance of our demand can mean nothing else. I, therefore,
think that the demand for freedom of speech, writing and associa-
tion is unlikely to be accepted.
Bardoli should go ahead with all its preparations. Deficiencies
which still remain should be removed and every man and woman
should pray to Gfod for strength to bear loss of life or property.
[From Gujarati]
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